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answered respectfully, as if he dared not turn away
from the King, and did not move. He then saluted
Madame de Maintenon, who received him well. Talk
of travel, beds, roads, and so forth, lasted, all standing,
some half-quarter of an hour; then the King said it
would not be fair to deprive him any longer of the
pleasure of being alone with Madame la Duchesse de
Bourgogne, and that they would have time enough to'
see each other. The Prince made a bow to the King,
another to Madame de Maintenon, passed before the
few ladies of the palace who had taken courage to put
their heads into the room, entered the neighbouring
cabinet, Where he embraced the Duchess, saluted the
ladies who were there, that is, kissed them, remained a
few moments, and then went into his apartment, where
he shut himself up with the Duchesse de Bourgogne.

Their tete-a-tete lasted two hours and more: just tow-
ards the end, Madame d'O was let in; soon after the
Marechale d'Estrees entered, and soon after that the
Duchesse de Bourgogne came out with them, and
returned into the great cabinet of Madame de Main-
tenon. Monseigneur came there as usual, on return-
ing from the comedy. Madame la Duchesse de Bour-
gogne, troubled that the Duke did not hurry himself to
come and salute his father, went to fetch him, and came
back saying that he was putting on his powder; but
observing that Monseigneur *was little satisfied with this
want of eagerness, sent again to hurry him. Just then
the Marechale d'Estrees, hair-brained and light, and
free to say just what came into her head, began to at-
tack Monseigneur for waiting so tranquilly for his son,
instead of going himself loVeSibracf blip..'; This ran-